DuPage County MLK Celebration
PRESS RELEASE-CELEBRAING 30 YEARS

All residents of DuPage and neighboring counties are invited to join their neighbors in “Living The Dream”, the Annual Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday and legacy, at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, January 20, 2020, at Gary United Methodist Church, 224 Main street in Wheaton.  The Annual event welcomes people of all races, faith traditions, ethnic backgrounds and economic classes, along with public, education, business and religious leaders, to celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on this national holiday.  This year we celebrate 30 YEARS, the oldest public celebration of the life and ministry of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in DuPage County.

Our keynote speaker will be Rev. Dr. James Miller, Sr. Pastor of DuPage AME Church in Lisle, Illinois and the Co-Founder of the DuPage County Dr. MLK, Jr. Celebration.  He is also the son of the late Presiding Elder Roy L. Miller and the late Dr. Evelyn Davis Miller.
“I know the plans I have for you…”
After graduating from Morris Brown College, Dr. Miller attended John Marshall Law School, Chicago, IL for one year. Realizing that the law was not his calling, he accepted a position at National Bank of Detroit and was trained in managing a financial office and customer service. His subsequent position at Continental Bank, Chicago trained Dr. Miller in budget balancing, loan approvals, investments and high balance customer service. Subsequently, God saved Dr. Miller and called him into the Christian ministry at Grant Memorial AME Church, Chicago, where the Pastor was Dr. Roy L. Miller, his father.

“Pray the Lord of the Harvest to send forth laborers . . .” 
He has pastored three churches: Turner Memorial, Chicago; Greater St. Paul, Chicago and DuPage, Lisle, with an emphasis on personal spiritual growth and church evangelism. Since October 1989 he has led DuPage in increasing membership from 150 to nearly 2000 and in building a $7 million worship facility. Several capital and stewardship campaigns undergirded the financial challenge. Dr. Miller is the proud author of, Go Build A Church: Spiritual Administration for Growth and the accompanying workbook, 40 Days to Spiritual & Statistical Growth. His book has been republished by Pilgrim Press under the title Go Grow Your Church: Spiritual Leadership for African American Congregations and is in bookstores across the country. Under the umbrella of JFM Ministries, Dr. Miller shares his knowledge of stewardship and church growth with other congregations across Christendom.

“The spirit of the Lord is upon me . . .” is reflected in his ministry.
Dr. Miller serves as: 4th District Director of Stewardship having previously served as District Christian Education Director for 12 years. He is a member of the Chicago Conference Board of Trustees, the Chicago Conference Board of Examiners, the Finance Committee of the Chicago Conference, North District Statistician, and Chairman of the Board of R.E.A.C.H. Ministries (a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization). He has served as a member of the General Board, the Episcopal Committee of the AME Church and an Adjunct Professor at Wheaton College in Black Church History. Dr. Miller serves as the AME Church denominational representative on the Ecumenical Stewardship Advisory Council. He is a life member of the NAACP and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
He has taken seriously the words, “study to show thyself approved.” 
Dr. Miller earned his B.A. degree from Morris Brown College and his Masters of Divinity and a Doctorate of Ministry, both from McCormick Theological Seminary. He is an ordained Itinerant Elder in the AME Church.
He is married to the Rev. Lana Parks Miller and together they have four adult children; Rev. Morgan, Jimal (Riché), Ashley, and Preston; and two granddaughters, Peyton & Taylor.
This evening will also include singing by the Second Baptist Church Music Ministry, performances by  George Saltar, “Motivator G”, and Brittany Cooper.  For more information, please contact any MLK Committee Member at 630-260-0190 or visit our website at www.dupagemlk.org
